CHAPTER III
THE POLITICAL SYSTEM
the history of palestine during the period preceding
the birth of jesus
A
T the time of the birth of Jesus Palestine had already
long lost her political independence. Indeed, her geogra-
phical position gave her little hope of preserving it. In her
corner of Asia she was the highway linking north and south,
east and west. She had always been a small state, even in the
days of her legendary splendour under David, and when,
immediately after Solomon's death, she was split up into two
kingdoms which were soon in a state of chronic hostility, it was
inevitable that she should become the battlefield and the prey
of her mighty neighbours. First Egypt and Assyria despoiled
her, then Persia, then the Hellenized Lagids and Seleucids, and
finally Rome. Not one of the upheavals which shook this part
of the Orient passed her by, and none left her unscathed. Her
history was a very tissue of calamities. I shall only recall here
a few dates and facts to which reference will be made later.1
I
the exile and the return
About the beginning of the sixth century, when the conflict
between Necho, King of Egypt, and Nabopolassar, King of
Babylon, came to an end, Palestine fell into the hands of the
Mesopotamians. She chafed under their rule and was soon in
a state of revolt. Thereupon the Chaldseans returned in full
force, took and sacked Jerusalem (585 b.c.), and led away to
their own country, in successive deportations, the greater part
of the population. This is what is known as the Exile, the
deportation super flumina Babylonis—the Babylonian Captivity,
Of the numbers thus exiled we have no knowledge, but they
1 See Lods, op. eft., part ii, took i, chaps, i-iii. Full bibliography in
LXX7, i, mff.
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